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REFORM oz RUIN: 


Take Your Choice. 


I AM a freeborn Briton and an independent 


man; I have no place or penſion; never was 
at court, nor ever intend to go there. I know 
neither the miniſters, nor thoſe who oppoſe 
them. I have a right to think and ſpeak for 
myſelf, and will do ſo; and I call upon all 
true Britons to hear what I have to ſay, and 
then judge for themſelves. 


This country has often been in great danger, 
but never in greater than now. 


Thouſands of our countrymen have periſhed 
by the ſword, and ſtill more by diſeaſe. 
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Millions and millions of money have been 
ſpent. Even our public credit, of which we 
boaſted ſo much, has been ſhaken. Stocks 
never were lower. Our debt never was ſo 
great. Our tars, of whom we were ſo proud, 


have made our hearts ake. And ſo have our 
fellow ſubje&s in Ireland. 


I allow we have had great fucceſs. We have, 
taken many fine iſlands and colonies from our 
enemies. We have beat their fleets whenever 
we could find them; and taken or deſtroyed 


half their navy. And what is very remark- 


able, ſcarce a ſhip of war of our's has been 


taken; and not one foot of Britiſh land has been 
loft, in any part of the world. 


I admit alſo, that our enemies are more 
diſtreſſed than we are. That the French are 


the moſt wretched people under the ſun. 


Their king, their queen, and all the royal 
family, have either been put to death, or 
driven into foreign countries; and ſo have 
their nobility, and the greateſt and beſt part of 

their 


B 2 | 
their clergy. A vaſt number of perſons of all 


ranks, men, women, and children, have been 


beheaded, ſhot, drowned, ſtabbed and poiſoned. 
Many have fled, and dare not return; and of 
thoſe who remain, a great part have loſt their 
property, and all the comforts and conveni- 


ences of life. Religion, law, order, and good 


government, ſeem at an end amongſt them. 


In Spain, the caſe.is not much better. Being 
divided into two parties, one betrayed the 
other to the French, who compelled them to 
declare war againit us; and the conſequence 


is, they have been beat moſt dreadfully, and if 


they dare, would cut the throats of all the 
Frenchmen in their country. 


The Dutch are ſtill worſe off. Their trade is 
deſtroyed; their colonies are in our hands; 


the French have drained them of their money, 
their goods, and almoſt every thing they had. 


And by French troops placed in all their 


ftrong towns, they are forced to fit out ſhips to 


B 2 fight 
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fight againſt us, when they had rather by half 
AO for us. 


But — 0 are we the better for all this? In 
ſpite of the dreadful things that have happened 
to our enemies; in ſpite of all the conqueſts 
ve have made, and the ſhips we have taken; 
what is our ſtate at this hour? We are threat- 
ened with invaſions and inſurrefttions; we are 

loaded with debts and taxes; we are divided 
and weakened by parties; we are ſunk in 
gloom and deſpair. And yet, that French 
fleet which was intended to invade us, was 
diſperſed, and the object of the expedition 
compleatly defeated: a body of troops which 
actually landefl, were inſtantly taken priſoners, 
The afts paſſed againſt ſeditious meetings, 
ſeemed to ſuppreſs them. The merchants and 
| traders ſupported our tottering credit. A 
plentiful harveſt put an end to a want of corn, 
which came very near to a famine. - And let 
any man travel from one end of the iſland to 
the other, with his eyes open and his cars 

ſhut, and he will ſee eyery mark of plenty and 

a pro- 


(3 
proſperity; every village flouriſhing and im- 
proving, and every field in a better ſtate, and 
producing more than it ever did before. But 
let him take the ſame journey with his eyes 
| ſhut and ears open, and he, will hear many 
perſons talk of nothing but grievances, and op- 
em war, . and ruin. 


e what . 5 ee of e How 
comes it to paſs, after all our wonderful 
eſcapes, after all our glorious victories; in the 
' midſt of ſo much plenty and ſceming proſpe- 
rity; that ve not only think ourſelves upon 
the brink of ruin, but perhaps really are ſo? 
The anſwer is plain and ſhort.— e are not 
reformed.— A choroug reform would ſet all 
right, and reſtore us to peace and happineſs. 
But what is that reform which will do this great 
good? To anſwer this queſtion is my obje& 
in.writing.—Some think, a reform in parlia- 
ment will alone. be ſufficient; and that reform 
to conſiſt only in the members being choſen 
in a different manner. Some are for leſſening 
the power of the crown. Some for aboliſhing 5 

tithes. 


1 
tithes. Some for making an immediate peace 
with France. Some (though they have not 
courage to ſpeak out) are for eſtabliſhing a re- 
public, on the French plan. All theſe, except 
the laſt, are paltry, partial reforms, which can 
do little good, and may do much miſchief. If 
every man in the kingdom had a vote for a 
member of parliament, what would be the con- 
conſequence? Why each member would be 
choſen by a mob. And whom would a mob 
chooſe? Why the man that made the loudeſt 
ſpeech, and the largeſt promiſes. And who 
would this be? Why he that having neither 
property nor character to loſe, was ready to 
fay any thing; in order to get into the houſe, 
in hopes of being paid for breaking _ 
promiſe he had made, 20710 | 


As to leſſening the power of the crown, we 
have tried that already, and therefore can 
judge what/the effect would be. Every body 
knows, that no man can govern ten millions of 
people, without ſome power. And if he has 
not lawful power enough to govern them by; 

| either 
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either he wont be able to govern them at 
all, and then there can be nothing but confu- 
ſion and miſchief; or elſe, he muſt govern 
them by unlawful means. And 1 appeal to 
any man of common ſenſe, whether it is not 


better, that a king ſhould govern according to 


fixed and ſettled laws, which are known to all 
the nation; than by undue influence, bribery, 
corruption, and the like? 


But fay ſome—reform the church, and 
aboliſh tithes. I hope to ſhew preſently how 
the church ought to be reformed; in the mean 
time I will only ſay, that unleſs it be reformed, 
and ſpeedily too, it is all over with us. But 
as to aboliſhing tithes, I fear that wont an- 
ſwer; for I truſt not in wrong and robbery. 
Beſides, remember what the Devonſhire farmer 


ſaid at the meeting. He aſked who were to 


have the tithes when they were taken from the 


parfons; and being told they would be the 


landlord's; then, ſaid he, I had rather they 
ſhould bide as they be, for I can always deal 
; better 


($8) 
better with the parſon, | than I can with _ 
landlord. 


As for a republic on the French plan, we 
may excuſe thoſe who wiſh for it, if they are 
rather ſhy on the ſubje& ; becauſe if they 
were not, they might be in danger of a rope. 
For my part, I really do not wiſh for it; iſt, 
becauſe (as I ſaid before) I have no faith 
in wrong and robbery, and a king has as good 
a right to his crown, as I have to my cottage. 
2dly, the people here dont ſeem to like a 
republic. gdly, I never yet read of a republic 
that I ſhould like to live under. And 4thly, 
one may buy gold too dear. | 


It was ſaid the French revolution - would 
make the French nation free and happy. But 
it has now gone on for ſeven or eight years, 
and produced confuſion, oppreſſion, cruelty, 
poverty, all ſorts of miſchief and wickedneſs, 
and no good whatever. And if we are all to 


have our throats cut, that our grandchildren 
may 


( @ 


may be free and happy; 'T think that is SOV 
ou too dent. imo 5 » of 


11 truſt I have now ſhewn that none of the 
above plans will anſwer our purpoſe. Let us 
then try to find one that will. But that I may 
not be taken for a quack doctor; before I pre- 
ſcribe the cure, let me try to find out the cauſe, 
of our preſent unhappy ſtate. And in order 
fo to do, let us take a ſhort view of all ranks 
of people in this; mod, and let us begin with 
the pecan 


ot * king, i 1 ed ever 12 many bad 
chings I ſhould be cautious how I mentioned 
them; becauſe 1 have no inclination to be 
hanged or tranſported. But, in truth, I know 
no harm of him. His private liſe every body 
ſays is good. And, I think, his public conduct 
has been good alſo. He has been guilty of no 
cruelty or oppreſſion that I know, of. In the 
courſe of his long reign, our liberty has been 
increaſed and ſecured. He has encouraged 
arts and manufaQures; and promoted learned 

0 and 
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and ingenious men. So that I believe we may 
fairly call him one of our very beſt kings. OY 

Having no more deſire to ſee the inſide 
of 'Newgate, than to try the air of Botany 
Bay; I ſhall be cautious in What I have to ſay 
about the parliament.- It has paſſed many 
good laws. And though there have been ſome 
ſtrong ones of late; I am afraid the times re- 
quired them, and that our conſtitution could 
not have been preſerved without ſuch. 

I will however beg leave to aſk two or three 
ſhort 8 and let pede the _ fits, 


wear it. it I. nid! 
When the law | n brivery can- ir be 
right to bribe? treib fr: At 
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As for the miniſtry, I allow chat they con- 
dutted affairs very well, till the war began. I 


allow too that we have had great ſucceſſes. 


But yet I am not convinced that things might 
not have been managed better and at leſs ex- 
pence. I ſhould however be more ready to 
blame miniſters, if I were not fully convinced, 
that they have been prevented doing their beſt, 
by the oppoſition. And now my,, patience 


begins to fail me; for what can be more pro- 


voking to any man who really loves his coun- 


try; than to ſee men pretending to love their 


country and to wiſh to ſave it; and yet, inſtead 
of doing all in their power to help things forward, 
doing all in their power to hinder every mea- 
ſure propoſed; and at laſt quitting their poſts, 
at the very moment, when (as they themſelves 
allow) the country is in the utmoſt danger 
poſſible? And let any man read the ſpeeches 
which have been put into the papers, as thoſe 
of the heads of the oppoſition; and conſider 
the conduct of the Iriſh, the ſeamen, & c. and 
then ſay, whether thoſe ſpeeches did not occa- 
ſion much of the miſchief which has happened? 

Look 
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Look it the conduR of the nobility, and 
gentry in general (including the officers of the 
army and navy, and the higher claſſes of law, 
phyſic, and commerce). Thank God, you 
will find among them ſome excellent people; 
and in general they are willing to aſſiſt the 


poor, and not to oppreſs them. But do not 


luxury, corruption, adultery, gaming, pride, 


vanity, idleneſs, extravagance, and diſſipation 


prevail too generally? Or are they diligently 
employed, as they ought to be, either in the 
ſervice of their king and country, or in regulat- 
ing their own families and their neighbours, in 


thoſe places where their property lies ? 


Of the biſhops and clergy, I ſhould be very 


ſorry to ſay any thing that might leſſen them 
in the eyes of the nation; for if we are to be 


preſerved, it muſt be by their means. 


The biſhops are in general learned and good 


men, and much are we indebted to the king, 


for ſetting ſuch at the head of the church. 
They take more pains, and have more work to 


do, 


/ 
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do, than is commonly ſuppoſed. Yet if St. Paul 
were among them, I think he would work 
harder than any of them, and adopt ſome 
ſtronger meaſures to bring back to their duty, 
ſuch clergymen as have deſerted it. For, (ſorry 
J am to ſay it) though you will find many 
among the lower clergy who do their duty, 
and take care of their flocks; yet you will find 
too many alſo, who negle& both, and ſpend 
their time in public places; in dancing or card 
playing; or dangling at court, or elſewhere, 
in hopes of preferment. If ſuch believe in a 
day of reckoning; I can only ſay, they have 
a ſort of courage which I have not, 

Among the lawyers, merchants, traders, 
farmers, and others engaged in bulineſs; we 
find many honeſt, generous, and charitable 
men; and many diſhoneſt, profligate, or | co- 
vetous characters. But do we not find almoſt 
all of them, as much engroſſed by worldly 
buſineſs, or cares,, or amuſements, as if they 
were to live here for ever? 


Laſtly, 


( 44 ) 
Laſtly, look at the lower claſſes. And 
though (after due allowance for their little in- 
ſtruction and few advantages) they are perhaps 
leſs guilty than thoſe of higher rank; yet are 
they as honeſt, ſober, and induſtrious, as they 
ought to be? Are they ready to obey thoſe 
who have a right to command them? Do 
they ſpend all they earn, in feeding and cloath- 
ing themſelves and their wives and ſamilies? 
and do they earn all they can? Are the Sundays 
ſpent at church, or at the alehouſe? abroad, 
in bad company, or at home, with their families? - 
Do they inſtruct their children themſelves, or 
accept with hearty thanks, thoſe inſtructions 
which are provided for them by the bounty of 


their neighbours? _ a 
Having now turned our eyes on the various 
claſſes of which this nation is compoſed; can 
we be at a loſs to know what that reform is, 
which our caſe requires? ſurely no. It is as 
plain, as plain can be, that the reform we want, 
and the only reform which can; ſave us, and 
which certainly will fave us if adopted in time; 
13, A rTRHO- 
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A THOROUGH REFORM OP PRINCIPLES 


AND PRACTICES, AMONG ALL RANKS OF 


PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM: 


LOI - 
„ 3 


Let the Kia and Iv continue to ſet an 
example of piety, regularity, fobriety, and 
conjugal fidelity to their children, their ſer- 
vants, and all their ſubjekts. Let them drive 
from their councils, and their court, all 
adulterers and adultreſſes; all gamblers; all, 
in ſhort, whoſe charaQters are dir l bad, 
of cither 10 and of every rank. 

rd ey avoid even holly amuſements, 
il liable to produce immorality among others; 7 
which, alas! is too often the caſe, DT ALS 


= Oh hard . twin-born with it ! 
180 What infinite heart's eaſe muſt kings neglect, 
"« That private men enjoy * 


N. 37 


1 can i take my Sunday evening's walk; chat 
with my neighbours, and view the beauties of 
nature, and no harm done. But if my gra- 
cious ſovereign cquld ſee but a ſmall part of 
All 11 * 19-2200 e 
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the conſuſion, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, diſ- 
regard of the ſabbath, and other incalculable 
ill effects, which are produced, not only in 
Windſor and Eton and the whole neighbour- 
hood; but even in his capital itſelf, by his 
merely appearing ON Windſor. terrace;, how, 
gladly would he give up. for the. good. of his, 
people, that heartfelt ſatisfaQtion which be has 
ſo. often felt, «from An his e in a 
nation's eyes.“ 


Let every member of parliament, whether 
peer or commoner, reflect on the awful truſt 
committed to his care, and attend diligently 
to the execution of it. Not merely when a 
political diſpute ariſes, but conſtantly and uni- 
formly. Let no at receive its fiat, without a 
ſtrict ſcrutiny into its merits. Let them reviſe, 
curtail, and methodiſe che whole code of 
ſtatute law; whoſe bulk and confuſion is ſuch, 
that I fear we may almoſt ſa yr, 

« Mole ruit ſul.“ bY 


If but /a ſmall part of that time, and thoſe . 
talents, which are waſted in long-winded ha- 
rangues, 


( #7 3 
rangues, and bitter diſputations, were thus 
applied; our laws would acquire clearneſs, 
preciſion, and vigour. The number, the 
length, and the expence of our ſuits, would no 
more be the reproach of our nation. Imagin- 
ation itſelf can hardly embrace the variety and 
the magnitude of the national benefits, which 


would be thereby produced. 


Let thoſe, to whom the adminiſtration of the 
executive government is committed, learn by 
dear bought and fatal experience, that their 
own arm cannot ſave them; and that human 
laws and human power can avail nothing, 
without ſound principles and pure morals; and 
let them therefore without delay, bend the 
whole force of their talents to the reformation. 
of theſe. | 


As for thoſe who from motives of perſonal 
ambition, advancement, or gain; from private 
pique, or party prejudice, or any other ſiniſter 
motive whatever; are ready to ſacrifice the 
public good, to their private views; it is 

D vain 
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vain to waſte" words on them, their conſet- 
ences muſt — with a lot ON. c 2244 qs 
ama Woite 45, 923814 
To thoſe on whom Providence has beſtowed 
rank, or honour, or wealth, or any other uſe: 
ful talent; and who have not quite forgot, 
who is the giver of all good gifts, I next ad- 
dreſs mylelf: earneſtly entreating them, to 
withdraw their minds for one moment from all 
other purſuits; and to conſider their own ſitu- 
ation and that of their country, and of the 
ſurrounding nations. Where are now the 
rank, the honours, and the wealth of France, 
of Flanders, of Holland, and of Italy? And 
where muſt thoſe of Britain ſhortly be; if 
their poſſeſſors will neither take warning from 
che fate of others, nor from the Judgments of 
heaven, juſt ready to fall on their own heads? 
It is yet in their power to fave their country 
and their own ſouls; but not a moment muſt 
be loſt. Let them inſtantly quit the dice-box, 
the turf and the tavern; every wicked and 
every triling employment; and repair each to 
his proper ſtation. Let them reform, firſt 
BO | them. 


( & ) 
themſelves, their expences, their! wives and 
children, their ſervants and dependents; and 
then exert all their influence, as landlords, as 
magiſtrates, as friends, and as neighbours; en- 
couraging and protecting the ſober and induſ- 
trious; diſcouraging and puniſhing, with can- 


dour but with vigour, the lawleſs and profligate. 
Few of thoſe to whom I am now ſpeaking, are 
aware how much miſchief they occaſion, mere- 
ly by being in a wrong place; or how. much 
good they ;muſt do, if they would only ſtay 
where their lot has fallen. It was the obſerva- 
tion of a man of much good ſenſe and experi- 
ence, „That if every gentleman would reſide 
on his eſtate, and every clergyman on his 
living, we ſhould need no other reformation.““ 
Let thoſe: then who: fly to towns and cities, to 
public places, or foreign countries, in ſearch 
of paltry amuſements; or under a falſe pretext, 
or at beſt a miſtaken notion, of repairing their 
ſhattered fortunes; no longer think themſelves 
guiltleſs. Numberleſs are the ways in which 
their country is injured by their abſence. If 
reſident at their family ſeats, their example, 
D 2 their 
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their influence, their fortune, every talent 


they poſſeſs, diſpenſes bleſfings on all around 
them. In any other place, they almoſt una- 
voidably do miſchief, by adding to the number 
of thoſe, whom the vices of cities inevitably 
corrupt. - , | Bas 24 GM, Alen: 
| FY „ 7: et 

But if purer motives cannot prevail, let 
pride plead the cauſe of patriotiſm. It has been 
often ſaid, that an Engliſh country gentleman 
is the firſt character in the world; and truly 
when we view him ſeated in the manſion of his 


anceſtors; ſurrounded by his family, his rela- 


tions, his ſervants, his workmen, his tenants, 
and his neighbours; all in their due proportion 
partaking of his hoſpitality and benevolence; 
where ſhall we find a more enviable object? 
But merely ſhift the ſcene, and place him in a 
dirty lodging, in one of the long and gloomy 
ſtreets of the metropolis—where now are bis 
honours, his influence, his reſpettability? All 
vaniſhed and gone. He becomes at once a 
mere cypher, without uſe or value. His next 
ncighbour knows him not. And that income, 

| | which 


'( a } 
which before procured | him and others ſo 


much ſolid. and ſubſtantial comfort, will barely | 


ſupply what are .d:emed the neceſſary orna- 
ments and amuſements of life. Meantime, his 
ſervants are tainted with the vices of the town; 


and it is well if the morals even of his wife and 


daughters are preſerved uninjured. Ther 
health certainly is not. Then the ſea is or- 
dered. A paltry lodging at Brighton ſucceeds 


houſe is deſerted in ſummer as well as winter. 


Habits of indolence are acquired; perhaps 
| habits of a worſe kind, if worſe can be: and 


he who was the ſupport and ornament of a 
conſiderable diſtri& ; the fond parent, the in- 


dulgent landlord, the hoſpitable neighbour, the 
liberal benefattor, the reſpeted magiſtrate, 


ſinks into uſeleſs inſignificance and contempt. 


Abandoned by their owners, our villages 
might {till have ſome hope left; if they were 
not alſo abandoned by their paſtors, By thoſe 
whoſe bounden duty it is to take care of them, 
and whoſe breach of duty has this aggravation, 
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that not by deſcent, (as in the former caſe); 
but by their on ſolenin acceptance, this duty: 
attached. Farm be it from me to ſpeak diſre- 
ſpectfully of the clergy. 1 reverence their 
facred office. I look up to them as to the moſt: 
pious, the moſt learned, and the moſt uſeful 
claſs of all. As individuals, they muſt of 
courle vary; and while ſome are ably and 
diligently performing their duty, . * 
nan. negleſteheirk ni goigbst. erg 
397814 26 1127 -26 TH ut bis Lot 
It has eee the falſe and ſhallow. 
E of irreligious and worldly: minded mini- 
ſters; to deprive the clergy of the exerciſe of 
thoſe rights, which they received not from 
man; and which man cherefore cannot take 
from them. It ſeems almoſt forgotten in theſe 
days of novelty, when every thing ancient and 
venerable is deſpiſed; that Chriſtians are a 
regular ſociety, formed by Chriſt himſelf, under 
rulers and officers appointed by him, with; 
authority to appoint others to ſucceed them. 
And thus our preſent; biſhops and clergy derive; 
their authority; by-regular ſucceſſion from kim. 


to 


623) 


to whom all power was given: and who, if he 


had ſeen fit, could have inveſted them with 
temporal authority alſo: but this he did not. 
On the contrary, he and his apoſtles every 
where, in the moſt explicit terms, enjoin all 
Chriſtians to ſubmit like others to their lawful 
governors. In temporal matters, therefore, 
our biſhops and clergy poſſeſs only ſuch powers 
as are given them by the laws of this land. 
But in all ſpiritual concerns they derive their 


authority from him, by whom kings reign; 
and are bound to exert it for the benefit of 


that body over which they are appointed. 


With all poſſible deference, I ſubmit it to 
the conſideration of our governors, both in 


church and ſtate; whether any ſociety can 


long flouriſh, or even exiſt, without regulation 
and reform? and whether the church of Eng- 
land can form an exception to this rule? 1 


earneſtly entreat them to conſider the preſent 
ſtate of religion and morals in this kingdom. 
To confider how impoflible it is for human 
laws to coerce a people who have loſt all ſenſe 
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of the * law ; who are no longer reſtrained 
by the dictates of conſcience ; and who, con- 
ſequently abſtain from no crimes, but ſuch as 
are prohibited by the law of the land; and 
from thoſe only, when the danger of puniſh- 
ment is ſo apparent, as to overcome the force 
of corrupt paſſions and pampered appetites. 
Whatever may. be the reſult of ſuch an in- 
quiry; it ſurely muſt be admitted, that the 
enforcing the reſidence of our parochial 
clergy, is indiſpenſably requiſite; that the 
times call for uncommon exertion in all; 
eſpecially in thoſe who have the care of our. 
principles and our morals. Never did the 
powers of darkneſs exert themſelyes more, or 
with more ſucceſs. Do other powers exert. 
themſelves as much to counteraſt them? Trea- 
ſon, ſedition, and mutiny have appeared, and 
new laws have been made to prevent their 
growth; and we all feel, and moſt of us ac- 
knowledge, that this was right and fit. But do 
not adultery, gaming, ſabbath breaking, neglect 
of public worſhip, and above all, luke warm- 
neſs and indifference about religion itſelf, pre- 

vail, 


* 
vail, to a degree unknown in any former age? 
to a degree which ſeems to portend the era- 
dicating Chriſtianity in this quarter of the 
world? And where are the laws againſt theſe? 
Shall I be told, that there are ſuch already in 
our ſtatute books? The ſame was ſaid as to 
the laws againſt treaſon and ſedition; but by 
whom was it ſaid? Was it by thoſe who 
wiſhed to prevent ſuch crimes? or thoſe who, 
by their writings and ſpeeches, had encouraged 
them? e NT 


In the name therefore of that God who 
made us, of that Saviour who died to redeem 
us, and of that bleſſed Spirit, who is ever ready 
to aſſiſt our weak but ſincere endeavours; I 
call on every biſhop, prieſt, and deacon, who 
has devoted himſelf to the ſervice of God in 
the church of England; to lay aſide every 
avocation, and inſtantly to exert his utmoſt | 
powers, in the preſervation of our holy re- 
ligion. So ſhall he fave many - ſouls from 
death, and hide a multitude of fins. 7 


E. If 


26) 


If any lawyers, merchants, or others engaged 


in worldly buſineſs, can ſpare time and thought 
for one ſerious reflection, let that reflection be 
—how their account will ſtand at the day of 
judgment? How they will then anſwer, for 
having joined “ night to day, and Sunday to 
the week,” in adding ſhilling to ſhilling,/and : 
guinea to guinea; inſtead of purſuing their 
lawſul calling in a lawful manner, and devoting | 
to the ſervice of God, that portion of their 
time and thoughts which he claims ; and which 
claim (if they have a juſt ſenſe, either of their 
temporal or 'eternal intereſt) they will never 
more reſiſt. 


I now wiſh, to addreſs myſelf to all the in- 
habitants of this iſland, but chiefly to thoſe 
of the lower claſs, as it is called. To thoſe 
who have neither rank or riches; but muſt 
earn their daily bread by their daily labour. 
You, my fellow countrymen, whether yon 
know it or not, have ſouls to be ſaved; and 
muſt live for ever, in another world ; and be 
there rewarded or puniſhed, as you have be- 

| haved 


4 

haved well or ill in this life. Eyen here, if 
you behave ill, you will ſuffer for it; and if 
you behave well, God and good men will affift 
you. If you are idle, do you not want bread? 
If you are drunken, do not your wives and 
children ſuffer? If you are diſhoneſt, do you 
not loſe your characters? If you are honeſt, 
and contented, and diligent, do you not find 
you are happy? By being happy, I dont 
mean that you have every thing you want; or 
that you have no ſickneſs or ſorrow. That is 
ſuch happineſs, as does not fall to the lot of 
any body in this world. Whatever you may 
think, the king upon his throne has more cares 
and vexations, than you have. Many and 
many a night, when you are ſound aſleep, he 
and his miniſters are hard at work, for you, 
and me, and all of us. And the caſe is the 
ſame with the great ned. Some of 
them indeed, like ſome H their 
buſineſs, and waſte their tu 
vice. But others work as ha. 
you; and their work is of a work 
preſerves your health, while their's 4 

E 2 
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health and ſhortens their lives. God has ſo 


ordered it, that in this life, no man ſhall be 
compleatly happy; but that moſt men (let 


their ſituation be what it will) may be tolerabiy 
happy, if it be not their own fault: and every 
man may be. compleatly happy for ever in another 


world; and the ſame means which will make, 


him happy in another world, will commonly 
make him comfortable in this. 


Let us then inquire what thoſe means are.— 
They may be expreſſed in two ſhort words 
BE GOOD. 


God who made all things, has ſo made them, 
that it is impoſſible for a bad man to be happy. 
He has given us laws, and has promiſed to re- 
ward us if we obey them, and to puniſh us if 
we do not. He commands us to love and fear 


— 


him; to pray to him; to believe in Jeſus 


Chriſt his ſon; to honour and obey the king 


and all who are in authority under him; to 


ſubmit to our maſters, and all lawful governors. 
To reſpe& God's miniſters, his ſabbath, and 
his 


629 
his church. To pay all their dues, whether 
tithes, taxes, cuſtoms, or other things. To 
obey the laws of the country in which we live. 
To do to others as we would have them do to 
us. To love our neighbours. To aſſiſt them 
as often as it is in our power. To be honeſt, 
ſober, modeſt, and decent. To work diligent- 
ly, in order to get our living. To bear pa- 
tiently ſuch misfortunes as befall us. To be 
thankful for ſuch good things as we enjoy; for 
our health, and ſtrength, and daily bread, and 
many other bleſſings, which we are too apt not 
to conſider as we ought. They are all the 


gifts of God, and ought to- be received as 
ſuch. | 


Now I would aſk any fair man, if there is 
any thing hard'or unreaſonable in all this? Or 
whether he is not convinced, that if we would 
obey theſe laws, we ſhould be much happier 
than we are? For, ſorry I am to ſay it, we do 
not obey them as we ought. Inſtead of loving 
and fearing God, we ſeldom think of him. 
Inſtead of praying to him every night and 


morning; 


( 80.) 
morning ; ſome, I fear, never pray at all. In- 
ſtead of obeying the king and his magiſtrates 
and officers, how many lately have been guilty 
of inſulting him and them! how many have 
joined in riotous mobs, and ſeditious clubs, 
and meetings! how many have held up their 
hands for rude, unmanly, and diſloyal ad- 
dreſſes! in ſhort, how many have been the 
dupes of a ſet of wretches, who have left no 
means untried, to ruin our church, our king, 
and our country, and make us ſlaves to the 
French! 

Inſtead of reſpecting God's miniſters and 
ordinances, how many abuſe the clergy, ſeldom 
go to church, and ſpend God's day in doing 
their own buſineſs, or in jaunting about, or in 
getting drunk; though it is expreſsly ordered, 
that neither we, nor our ſervants, nor our 
cattle, ſhall work on that day; and that we 
ſhall keep it holy. Inſtead of paying to all 
their dues; how many try to cheat the clergy 
of their tithes, and the king of his taxes; and 


buy ſmuggled goods whenever they can meet 
| with 


ve would read it, we could not fail to know 


(9% 
with them? By theſe, and many ſuch things, 
they ſin at once againſt the laws of God, and 
the laws of this land. Who is there that always 
does as he would be done by? that never 
ſpeaks ill of his neighbour? that never tries to 
deceive, or defraud, or over-reach another ? 


How common. are drinking, lewdneſs, gamb- 


ling, and above all, profane curling and ſwear- 
ing, which gives no pleaſure to any man, and 
is ſo offenſive to God? How many who are 
able to earn a comfortable living, will not 
work, but live in dirt and rags, wandering 
about the country begging and ſtealing? How 
many never thank God for any thing, are 
never contented, but grumble and complain, 
even when nothing ails them, and they are not 
in want? And what makes all this the more 
unpardonable, is, that we are not ſunk in igno- 
rance, as many nations have been. We have 
the Bible in our hands, or at leaſt in our 
houſes; and might read it if we would; and if 


our duty. - But the truth is, moſt of us know 
our duty, but wont do it. Is it any wonder 
| then, 
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then, that God who is juſt, ſhould puniſh us 


for this? He has given us ſuch good things as 
no other nation ever had; for I defy any man, 
to name any people, in any part of the world, in 
any period of time ; that ever enjoyed ſuch great 
bleſſmgs and advantages, as we now do, or very 
lately did. | 


We have the free exerciſe of our religion, 
our-perſons and property are alſo free. We 
can go where we will and do what we will. 
And ſo long as we do not injure others, nobody 
can injure us without being puniſhable for it. 
We live in a land of plenty; and the pooreſt 
perſon in it that is ſober and frugal, eats better 
bread, and lives in a better habitation, than thoſe 
of higher rank in moſt other countries. © Shew 
me the land beſides this, where the labourers 
ever eat white bread, or live in ſuch comfor- 
table cottages. Shew me any perſon in this 
iſland, who does not live better than his father 
did; unleſs' he is idle and profligate. We 
complain that bread, meat, and other things are 


dear, and ſo they are; but what is the cauſe of 
| it ? 


( 33 ) 


it ? Why that every. body eats more of FOUR 
than they uſed to do. If the poor lived on 


potatoes, on oats, on rye, on barley, or on 
rice; and eat no meat, (which is the caſe in 


the reſt of the world), both bread and meat 


would ſoon be cheap. Not that I want them 


to live ſo; by no means; I wiſh they lived till 


better than they do; but what I want is this; 


that they ſhould not grumble and complain, 
when they are better off than any nation under 
heaven, They would deſerve all the wages 
they have, and more too, if they worked as 


hard by the day, as they do by the great; 


and if they carried all their money to their 
wives; but while they carry it to the ale= 


houſe, more wages would be a curſe and no 
bleſſing. | 


The concluſion of the whole is this. God 
has bleſſed this country beyond all others. 
We have the beſt religion, the beſt form of 
government, and the moſt plentiful land, of 
any people upon earth. But we have made 
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ſuch a bad uſe of theſe bleſſings, that we are 

in great danger of loſing them. We neglect 
God, his ſervice, and his day. We call our- 
ſelves Chriſtians, but we hardly know what 
the word means. Few conſider, that every 
man, who ſays he is a Chriſtian, ſays as fol- 
lows:—I am the ſoldier and ſervant of Jeſus 


Chriſt. I have renounced all fin and wicked- 


neſs, and all the vanities of this world. I have 
owned that I am a ſinner, and that I can only 
be ſaved by the merits and ſufferings of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and in order to receive the benefits of 
theſe, I muſt repent of my ſins ; I muſt believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt; and I muſt do what he has 
commanded, His commands are contained 
in the goſpel; I muſt therefore read that, in 
order to learn my duty; and when I have 
learned it, I muſt do it faithfully and diligent- 
ly.—Oh my Countrymen! if we would do this, 
we ſhould be ſafe and happy and proſperous. 
God would make a hedge about us, and about 
all we have; and would defend us from all 
our enemies. We ſhould no longer be divid- 

| ed 
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ed and weakened by parties and oppofitions ; 
for we ſhould be all of one mind; we ſhould 
all fear God, and honour the King, and love 
one another ; and who would dare to invade 
us? Why are we then ſo blind to our intereſt, 
as to reject peace and proſperity, when we 
might ſo eaſily obtain them? If you love your 
country, if you love your wives or your chil- 
dren, if you love yourſelves ; reform your 
condutt, before it be too late. The Judgments 
of God are in the world. They have fallen 
upon France, upon Flanders, upon Holland. 
They are. ready to fall upon us. If we will 
not take warning, from all that has paſt, and. 
is now paſſing, almoſt at our doors; we have 
no excuſe, and therefore no room to hope that 
we ſhall eſcape. But even if we could, what 
would it avail? The Day of Judgment muſt 
come, when every one who has not repented 
and reformed, will be condemned to ſuffer the 
torments of Hell for ever. What thoſe tor- 
ments are, we know not; and God grant we 
never may! but if there be any truth in the 
| | F2 . word 
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word of God itſelf, they are far greater, and 
more- dreadful, than any thing man ever felt 


or can conceive. SY TH. 


15 — 


Look down, O God of all mercy, on this 
Land. Open our eyes that we may ſee thy 
Judgments hanging over our -heads and ready 
to fall on us. Give us a juſt ſenſe of our 


guilt, and grace to amend our lives; and let 
our timely repentance make us fit objects of 
thy mercy, and prevent the deſtruttion of our 


Nation, 


Bleſs thy ſervant our King, with long life 
and peace, Give true wiſdom to all thoſe 
| who have any ſhare in the government of our 
country; that they may ſee and know, that 
neither our own arm, nor our own devices can 


ſave us; and may learn to look up to .thee 
O God of hoſts, for thine almighty aid. 


Give a double portion of thy ſpirit, to the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of thy church; that they 


may 
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may devote themſelves entirely to thy ſervice; 


boldly rebuke vice; and by their diligence 
and zeal, by the ſoundneſs of their doctrine 
and holineſs of their lives; may turn the hearts 
of this Nation, from the luſts of the fleſh, the 
vanities of life, and the defire of earthly gain, 
to the knowledge and love of thee, and of the 
goſpel of thy ſon. 


Grant that thoſe, to whom thou haſt com- 
mitted wealth, or power, or learning, or any 
other talent; may ever remember from whom 
they received them, and employ them for the 
good of all; that ſo they may give in their 
account with joy at the laſt day. 


And finally we beſeech thee, to make us 
humble and peaceable, ſober and diligent, juſt 
and merciful; pious towards thee our God; 


loyal to our King, obedient to our governors, 


reſpeaful to our ſuperiors, and kind and affec- 
tionate to all men. That being protected by 
thy almighty power, we may paſs our time here 
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( 88 ) 
in peace and comfort; and be made partakers 


hereafter, of eternal happineſs ; through the 
merits and interceſſion of our bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt —And let every true 


Briton ſay, | 
AMEN. »/ 
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- POSTSCRIPT. 


SHouULD any one who has a ſhare in the 


legiſlature or government of this land, peruſe 


theſe pages, let him reflect ſeriouſly how he 
can anſwer to God and his Country; for fitting 
tamely by, without attempting to repreſs thoſe | 


groſs crimes, which, if ſuffered to continue, 
muſt bring us to deſtruction. If he wants re- 
ſolution, he is unfit for bis ſtation. Let him 
no longer fear the ſcoffs of à few impious 
wretches; but uniting with other ſerious and 
ative men; and avoiding all heat and enthu- 
ſiaſm on the one hand, and all luke warmneſs 
and timidity on the other: let them conſider 
what are the reigning vices, and what the pro- 
per remedies; and at leaſt attempt to check 
them. 


Adultery rages—and whilſt our law gives 
large damages to the injured man, no atone- 
ment whatever is made to an injured God; 
nay both he and his law are inſulted; for the 


adulterer and adultereſs are let go free, and are 


even 


: 
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even allowed to enter into unholy wedlock. 
By the Jewiſh law (which was the law of God) 
they were both to die. Under the pure Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation, ſhall they not only eſcape, 
but be put on a level with the virtuous? 
Surely the woman at leaſt, ought to be marked 
with ſome perſonal infamy and in no cal be 
permitted to marry again. 


Gaming, though not perhaps ſo direct an 
inſult to God, is no leſs pernicious in its 
effects. It ſeems to defy the exiſting laws, 
and therefore calls for new ones. ; 


Becauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth. 
Swear not at all. Above all things, my brethren, 
ſwear not.—Such are the ſtrong expreſſions of 
our ſacred code. How then can we hope to 
be excuſed or pardoned, when we multiply 
oaths by every new law, till they are become 
almoſt words of courſe; and have loſt all that 
reverence, which was formerly annexed to 
them; and without which, they can only 1n- 
creale our condemnation. | 


A Cuſtom- 


SY 
A cuſtom-houſe oath is already proverbial, 
and a tax oath is in great danger of becomi 


ſo, Were no oath adminiſtered but in a 


public court, by the judge himſelf, and with 
the utmoſt poſſible ſolemnity; it would jimpxels 
both the witneſs and the audience with a juſt 
ſence of its awful nature. In all other caſes, 
the ſigning a declaration of the truth of the 


evidence given, and the juſtneſs of the puniſh- 


ment to be incurred if it prove falſe; would be 


far more decent, and at leaſt as effeftual as the 


oath now adminiſtered. 


Remember the ſabbath day to keep it ho Lv. 
In it thou ſhalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man ſervant, nor 
thy maid ſervant, nor thy cattle, Whoſoever 
doth any work on the ſabbath day, he ſhall 
ſurely be put to death. Such is God's law. 
But what is our practice? Look at our ſtreets 


and roads; and ſee them crowded, not merely 


with the carriages of the great ; but with ſtages 
full of travellers, and waggons loaded with 


goods. Surely when we are diſtreſſed for 
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new taxes, a heavy Sunday toll night be laid 
throughout the iſland; to check at leaſt if we 
will not prohibit, the groſs profanation of the 
Lord's day, that fertile ſource of immorality. 
And if no public houſes, except inns on great 


roads, were ſuffered to be open on Sundays, 
it would prevent ſome murders, many rob- 
; 1 and infinite miſchief. SONS 


FINIS, 


